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Jonun's GosPEL, xxl. 17. 


FEED MY SHEEP. 
— > 2 — 


B thou my guardian angel, is the laſt command 


of mourning love to departing innocence.— 
The penſive votary to the ſhrine of ſorrow, 
too compaſſionate to wiſh the ſpirits of the dead 2 
ſecond inheritance in the painful bodies of clay, will 
bid them live in the viſions of fancy, adorned with 2 
thouſand immortal charms. What price would equal- 
ize the joy of a tranſient interview with a departed 
friend ? Could we hear from his lips another word 
of counſel ; could he deſcribe the valley of death, 
and ſketch to our view the features of the eternal 
world ; could he diſcloſe his expanded conceptions, 
and repeat his benediction upon us, it ſeems we ſhould 
love to live ; and at laſt remove, by a momentary 
pang, to the ſcenes that are eternally brightened with 1 
the ſmiles of God. If fo great be the propenſity to | 
behold again our fellow-creatures, who have gone to 
the world of ſpirits, what ſtyle of painting can repre- 
ſent, what ſeraph will name the joy, that glowed in 
the heart of Peter when he beheld his Lord, having 
diſſolved the flumbers of the tomb, and ſealed with 
the eternal ſtamp of divinity his glorious miſſion ? 
When Jeſus died on the croſs, the hopes of his be- 
loved difciples alſo died. When he aroſe again, then 
revived their hopes, built on a foundation as perma- 
nent as the pillars of Heaven. In this delightful in- 
*terview, Peter might have expected from his Lord a 
deſcription 


| 
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deſcription of the ſcenes beyond the curtain of time; 
but wiſely, in providence, they are hid from our 
eyes, till the ſtate of probation be ended. Inſtead of 
gratifying the expectations of human curioſity, the 
Saviour of the world propoſed this deciſive and 
heart - ſearching queſtion, © Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt 
thou me ?” Peter was grieved becauſe he ſaid unto 
him the third time, © Loveſt thou me ?” and he ſaid, 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou knowelt that I 
love thee.” Jeſus ſaith unto him, Feed my ſheep.” 

Ix the following diſcourſe we ſhall confider, FIR, 
the eſſential importance of a miniſter's love to Chriſt. 
SECONDLY, this love will be diſcovered by his vigi- 
lantly guarding and feeding the ſheep of his particu- 
lar flock, Ft 

FixsT, The pure principle and energy of love in 
the ſoul is better felt than deſcribed. Philoſophy 
may labour to develope its nature, and may pretend 
to trace, with peculiar ſcrutiny, its ſubtle operations; 
after all, the worth and excellence of love muſt be 
referred to the deciſion of feeling. Social attach- 
ments unavoidably refult from our various connex- 
ions in life, Theſe attachments are frequently tran- 
ſient as the charm of a viſion. Founded on no other 
baſis than that of private intereſt and the alterable 
caprice of paſſion, the event of a moment may with- 
draw forever the ſmile of benevolence, and plant in 
its place the poiſon of ſcorpions. The genuine fluid 
of love to the immaculate Jefus can never expire ; 
but will blaze on, with increaſing warmth, to eternal 
day. This love, being infuſed into the ſoul of Peter 
at the ſhores of Galilee, could be quenched by no 
waters, nor drowned by floods. Its energies might 
ceaſe for a moment, it might undergo a judicial and 


tranſient coldneſs, as in the denial of his Lord, but 
could 


nm — in *— WY CY i 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
0 


n 'D ww 


1 


42 „ ms ww 


— 7 bas + 


1 


could not be aboliſhed by principalities, nor powers, 
nor men, nor angels. Though the body of Peter 
fleep in the duſt, though Jeſus be aſcended to the 
manſions of glory; yet the queſtion remains unalter- 
able as the council of God, Loveſt thou me ?* It 
is momentoully incumbent on every miniſter of the 
Goſpel to adopt the anſwer of piety, © Lond. thou 
knoweſt that I love thee.” 

Tux great ſcheme of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt is 
ſaid, in ſcripture, to have {truck the hoſts of Heaven 
with aſtoniſhment and wonder. O, the depth of the 
riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! 
How unſearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
paſt finding out ! For a righteous man one would 
dare venture to die ; but Chriſt died for a ſinful and 
depraved world! Before he reſumed the character of 
his original divinity, he beſtowed an infinitely digni- 
hed authority on his miniſters. He ordained them 
to perſuade men in his ſtead to be reconciled to God. 
Breathing the tender compaſlion of a Father and Sav- 
iour, even after he had gloriouſly ariſen from the 
grave, he deferred his aſcenſion to Heaven. He pro- 
longed his viſit on the earth, and gave to his endeared 
diſciple a threefold charge, as ſtrong as thunder ; as 
benevolent as the ſmiles of mercy : © Feed my ſheep.” 
Feed my lambs.” © Feed my ſheep.” Can a min- 
iſter then efface in himſelf the ſtamp of excellence, 
and contemplate the plan of falvation with a cold, 
unloving heart ? Can he behold the miſerable and 
the wretched flocking to the holy aſylum of religion, 
being there admitted by a myſterious birth into a 
brotherhood with Chriſt, and graciouſly transformed 
into the ſons of God ; can he behold this, unenrap- 
tured by the ſentiment of love? Can he aſſume the 
2 of a precious flock while an enemy to the 
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great Shepherd of the ſheep ? Will he dare believe, 
that he is an ambaſſador of Chriſt, till he can unfeign- 
edly ſay in the preſence of Omniſcience, Lord, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee.” Alas, to the diſhonour 
of religion, to the infinite abuſe of grace, and to the 
ruin of ſouls, miniſters, of all men, are ſometimes the 
moſt profoundly degenerate and wicked ! They may 
not only be deſtitute of the love which Peter pot- 
ſefled ; but they may alſo be enemies to the croſs of 
Chriſt. Thus, under the garb of ſanctity, they may 
be worſe than the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, 
or the deſtruction that waſteth at noon day. 

Ir miniſters love Chriſt, they will keep his com- 
mandments. The whole cluſter of religious and 
moral duties are combined in this ſhort command, 
being a ſummary of the original, as inſcribed by the 
finger of God on the tables of Moſes : © Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyſelf.” The obligations to piety are 
numerous and great. Life and enjoyment being the 
gifts of God, and God himſelf infinitely holy, wile, 
and good ; it is the duty, as well as the honour of his 
rational creatures, to cultivate the ſentiments of di- 
vinity in the ſoul. Thus, by a myſterious attraction, 
we ſhall habitually incline to the infinite ſource of 
love. The paſſions of nature will be attempered to 
obedience, and conſecrated by a holy fervour of ſpirit, 
till the ſoul become a heaven, the head a receptacle of 
godly knowledge, and the heart the dwelling of be- 
nevolence. Man has an undoubted claim to the 
friendly ſervices of man. Duties of this kind alſo 
originate from the nature of things. The faithful 
diſcharge of them exhibits the moſt amiable delinea- 
tions of character, and inſures the ample felicitations 
of virtue. A miniſter, whoſe boſom is warmed with 

a genuine 
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2 genuine love to Chriſt, will delight to promote his 
cauſe in the world, by diffuſing happineſs, and con« 
ſigning to eternity the hopes and joys of his fellow- 
creatures. To govern himſelf is the greateſt glory of 
man. Ah! he will be a ſlave to paſſion, the dupe of 


vice, till the gentle empire of love ſmile on the fub- 
ject ſoul. Religion thus, by a ſtill, ſmall voice, gains 


poſſeſſion of the heart, forever enlarging her ſway, 
till ſhe finally give her ſpotleſs votaries an induction 
to Heaven. As this love, of which we ſpeak, means 
ſomething more than common civility, as it is the 
peculiar property of a new creature, born of the 
ſpirit of God, the faithful miniſter will ardently ſtrive 
for a knowledge of ſpiritual things, that he may feed 
the ſheep and the lambs with the wholeſome food of 
the divine word. Thus, if, like Peter, he ſincerely 
love his Lord, like Peter he will advance in grace. 
Though he now but reſemble the elicit ſpark, yet he 
may hope to ariſe with growing magnitude, and 
finally ſhine a brilliant ſtar in the firmament of glory. 
WILL he, who died for his flock, who engraves 
them on the palms of his hands, and enrolls their 
names in the book of life; will he permit unſancti- 
fied men to aſſume the holy office of a paſtor ? Will 
the wakeful ſhepherd of Iſrael permit any to enter 
the ſheepfold except by the door, except by the love 
of Chriſt ? Yes, they frequently climb up ſome other 
way. But, hark, ye hypocrites | Let a deathly tre- 
mor ſeize your ſouls, while ye are pronounced 


thieves and robbers, who come to ſteal, to kill, and 


deſtroy ! An awful monument of human depravity : ! 
The tares and the wheat ariſe from the ſurface of the 
fame ground. They muſt grow together till the 
harveſt, Judas was one of the twelve, and he could 


wear as mild a look, draw as deep à ſigh, and 
B breathe 


Ss. 
breathe as. warm a prayer, as Peter himſelf, But 
God is not mocked. His glory and the promotion 
of goodueſs is the grand object of preaching. It is 
3 matter of fore lamentation, that miniſters, are ever 
prompted by other conſiderations to commence the 
ſacred work. We have but too much reaſon to be- 
heve, that the ſentiment of obedience to the deſires 
of a parent may be the principal inducement with 
ſome to enter the holy. profeſſion. Governed by na 
higher motive than this, though they pretend to poſ- 
ſeſs the requiſite qualities of a ſhepherd, they will 
forever behold a lion in the way. Their wigilance is 
trembling, Theix advancement is dread, Their duty is 
death. Thus they are doomed to the ſhame of nega- 
tive patts in the great drama of falvation. The in- 
fluence of a father's advice will naturally diminiſh ; 
the melting ſmiles of his preſence may not be long 
enjoyed, Time and change of circumſtances will 
imperceptibly extinguiſh in the ſoul the early glow 
of filial affeftion. The energies of nature will fleep 
in the abſence of that powerful and immutable mo- 
tive, Love to Chriſt. The voice of their lives will 
emphatically be, this was not my choice, this was not 
my choice.” Sometimes young men may commence 
the clerical profeſſion in hopes of finding an eaſy 
and honorary life. Diſappointment ſpeedily over- 
takes them. They ſoon feel that the work is great. 
The enchanted caſtle of eaſe evades their approach. 
They recoil from the thought of exertion ; and re- 
treat, like ſhadows, from the ſield. Thus they with 
hold from the ſheep and the lambs the food of the 
goſpel, and famiſh forever themſelves. Some, per- 


haps, may enter the miniſtry from a conſciouſneſs of 


inheriting but feeble powers, with which they can- 
not hope to figure very largely in the world. Men 
of 
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of weak minds are by no means to be deſpiſed; Im- 
Potence itſelf, under the benediction of Heaven, may 
confound the vaunting wiſdom and power of kings. 
Nevertheleſs, when the holy work is undertaken, 
not from 4 liberal choice, not from a prevalent dif. 
poſition of love to Chriſt ; but partly from the de- 
ſpair of pompoufly ſucceeding in the more popular 
profeſſions, and partly from that innate propenſity 
to procure a competent living, the clergy, yea the 
religion of Chriſt, will be wrongly expoſed to the 
farcaſtic talents of the ſcoffer. Such miniſters may 
paſs along unknowing and unknown to the cloſe of 
life; and thence look back for its picture, and behold 
a common blank. Awful thought ! profeſſedly to 
eſpouſe the cauſe of Chriſt from a conſciouſneſs of 
wanting thoſe brilliant talents, that would gratify 
the pride of flouriſhing in the court of faſhion and 
worldly grandeur, Expoſed to the influence of a thou- 
fand pernicious motives, we ought prayerfully to 
examine ourſelves, leſt a mere deluſion poſſeſs the 
place of that neceflary requiſite, love to God. By 
no means would I intimate that the abſence of this 
vital, operative principle ſuppoſes a total incapability 
of leading a uſeful life, A ſenſe of honour may con- 
duce to a regular and uncenſurable deporttnent. 
Men, whoſe hearts are in a tate of entity with God, 
may furniſh an amiable portrait of moral beauty 3 
they may gracefully utter and inforce the eſſential 
truths of the goſpel. But theſe things, though poſ- 
ſible, are not greatly to be hoped. Time and trial 
generally reveal the intrinſic qualities of the heart 
and the frame of the ſpirit, Whereas the miniſter, 
who is governed by goſpel motives, whoſe boſom is 
warmed with a genuine love, will diſcover an un- 
wearied attachment to the important work of the 


miniſtry. 


1 

miniſtry. A faithful hope, like the pillar of fire, will 
conduct him at the head of his flock, till he arrive 

with hymns of joy to the gates of Zion. 
-. $zconDLY. This love will be diſcovered in 2 
miniſter by his vigilantly guarding and feeding the 
ſheep of his particular flock. Beloved Jeſus, to whom 
ſhall the faithful paſtor go ? Thou haſt the words of 
eternal life. Thine were the altars, where the human 
race, for the firſt time, beheld the chains of ſuper- 
ſtition and ſlavery fall from their necks. Thine were 
the aliars, where the poor firſt dared to meet with a 
ſmile the eyes of the rich; where the brow that bore 
2 crown, and the brow that glittered with the drops 
of toil, were brought to a level. Thine were the altars, 
where all claſſes appeared with tokens of benevolence ; 
and being ſprinkled with the blood of atonement, 
they ſaid, * We. are brethren. ; our father is Jehovah." 
Tu ſacred volume exhibits, in a luminous view, 
the infinite perfections of God. His univerſal gov- 
ernment in the world was an early leſſon of inſpira- 
tion to the holy patriarchs. This is a doctrine, that 
the genuine lover of Chriſt will not fail to teach. 
It promiſes a peaceful benediction to all its practical 
votaries. It infpires the chriſtian with a thouſand 
rapturous hopes; it impowers him to poſſeſs his 
ſoul with patience, and to enjoy that celeſtial tran- 
quillity, which no incidental diſaſter, nor ſtorm, can 
ruffle. . Under a prevalent belief in this important 
doctrine, the child of calamity, though ſhrouded 
with grief, may turn a ſubmiſſive, yea a cheerful eye 
to Heaven, and then exclaim, Ah, my God, affliction 
cometh not from the duſt ! The gold is dim till it 
paſs the refiner's fire. Peeviſh Chriſtians, for ſuch 
there arc, may be fretted and deranged by the croſſes 
of life; but let them give a pauſe to paſſion, am 
| they 
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they will hear the voice of God in every event; and 
with a more fervent faith, they will reſign themſelves 
to the wiſe diſpoſal of an all-· governing divinity. The 


anthem of angels will dwell on human lips. © Alle- 


luia ! Alleluia! The Lord God omnipotent reigneth!“ 

A MINISTER will teſtify that he loves Chriſt by 
preaching to his flock the humiliating doctrine of 
general depravity. Man was made upright ; but 
while he ſought out many inventions, he found him- 
ſelf involved in the piteous condition of an orphan. 
Like the bewildered traveller, he had loſt the path 
of light and happineſs. While imagination figured 
the beatitude of his original home, experience fore- 
told the wretchedneſs he was doomed to meet. 
Nature, a fond and indulgent parent, poured forth 
her bounties for the ſupport of temporal life; but 
her poverty was felt, when her children ſought with 
tears for an inheritance that fadeth not away. This 
doctrine has a tendency to extinguiſh the pride of 
the human heart, By diſcovering before us our ha- 
bitual enmity to holineſs, it may powerfully induce 
us to ſolicit with prayer the regenerating influences 
of divine grace, that we may be revived to the ſer- 
vice of the living God, and inſpired with an immor- 
tal; reliſh for holy things. Behold thy forlorn con- 
dition, O man, and thy knee will ſmite the ground. 
Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins 
of the world, and thy ſpirit will mount the Heavens. 
When the laſt ſtain and pollution of thy nature is 
waſhed away, thou wilt exclaim, with the enraptured 
band of redeemed ſouls, Not unto us, not unto us; 
but to thy name, O God, be glory!“ 

CHrIsT hath triumphantly aſcended to Heaven; 
but God hath left the Comforter, who is ready to 


aſliſt our holy endeavours. The ſpirit beareth witneſs 
with 
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with our ſpirits, that we are the adopted ſons of God. 
Having the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt en- 
gaged in our behalf, if the love of Chriſt be in us, 
we ſhall advance with ſurmounting ſtrength through 
the cares and ills of time, and finally be crowned 
with immortal joy. My ſheep, hear my voice. 1 
know them, and they follow me. I give unto them 
eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 
any man be able to pluck them out of my hand.” 
What a flood of conſolation ruſhes home to the ſoul, 
that believes in the ultimate perſeverance of faints ! 
How many hopes are inſpired, how many fears are 
baniſhed with the thought! Aged chriſtians, ſinking 
under the grievous oppreſſion of infirmity, mourn- 
ing the decline of the manly energies of ſoul and 
body, almoſt loſt to the luminous influence of divine 
love in the heart, would bow down to the tomb in 
deſpair, were it not for the ſacred remembrance of a 
previous participation in the grace of God. Though 
they totter along the hazy twilight of life, yet they 
are not abandoned by faith. They believe that after 
the drowſe of a moment, the morning of the reſurrec- 
tion will come, and find them infolded in the arms 
of a Saviour. Thus the miniſter, who loves Chriſt, 
will feed, guard, and encourage his ſheep with this 
eſſential doctrine of the Goſpel. 

How are men to apply for ſalvation? The queſtion 
is already anſwered, believe and repent. This anſwer 
will be given by faithful miniſters to all the inquiring 
ſons and daughters of men. In the dead of night, 
when the trembling jailer aſked what he ſhould do 
to be ſaved, faith and repentance were announced 
the leading requiſites to an event ſo truly momentous. 
The picture of humanity is not only ſhaded with 
original imperfections, it has alſo, through the influ- 
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ence of habitual fins, received a tarniſh indelible to 
every remedy, but the Lamb of God. Altars ſtained 
with blood may ariſe in vain. In vain may human 
victims be immolated to the holy divinity. The fac- 
rifice of a humble and contrite heart is the require- 
ment of God from his rational creatures. It is the 
peculiar glory of Chriſtianity to deſignate the means, 
chat are adapted to the end. This holy religion opens 
her ſacred portal to faith and repentance, while thou- 
nds, viewing with ſcorn the humble ſtyle of the 
entrance, paſs on, like him who deſpiſeth the man- 
Gong of a father's houſe, and wandereth abroad, till 
the door be ſhut forever. That repentance unto 
like, that need not be repented of, that faith which 
works by love and purifies the heart,” are eſſential 
ſubje&s. The true paſtor will inculcate their impor- 
tance on the minds of his flock. Adopting the 
words of holy writ, he will ſay, © if I forget them, let 
my right hand ceaſe from her cunning. If I do not 
remember them, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth.“ 

A MINISTER will diſcover his love to Chriſt by 
frequently unfolding before his flock, the conſolatory 
doctrine of the reſurrection. Perhaps there is not a 
ſon, nor daughter of Adam, whoſe boſom has not 
glowed with the love of life, and alſo thrilled with 
the fear of death. The heathen wo. ld have laboured 


for a knowledge in the myſteries of immortality. 


Ah ! a thouſand arts could not preſerve the union of 
the foul and body; but Chriſt, by his riſing from the 
dead, hath made us the ſubjects of a lively and eter- 
nal hope. And hence the dying chriſtian, though he 
bid an everlaſting farewel to the world, will aſſert to 
the living, with his laſt breath, We ſhall ſoon meet 


again, no more to part.“ Glory to the Lamb for- 
ever! 
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ever! If at the laſt pang on the croſs the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain, the moment was nigh, 
when the veil, that concealed the features of eternity, 
ſhould be withdrawn. On the morning of the third 
day, immortality and life were brought to light. As 
there are two general claſſes of men pointed out in 
ſcripture, and as he, whoſe counſel will ſtand, hath 
ſaid, Where the tree falleth, there it ſhall be,“ and 
* he that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill ; and he that 
is holy, let him be holy till ;”” ſo the doctrine of the 
reſurrection will naturally ſuggeſt the final condition 
of the righteous and the wicked. The latter ſhall go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the righteous 
into life eternal. Thus the goſpel miniſter will per- 
fuade men, both by the charm of benevolence and 
the terrors of the law. His vigilance and concern 
for the ſouls of his flock will increaſe. He will feed 
them with the eſſential doctrines of the Bible, till 
they be ripened to an immortal manhood. | 

SINCE Chriſt hath favoured mankind with a per- 
fect ſyſtem of morality, as well as of doctrines, min- 
iſters will enjoin their flock to live in a ſtrict con- 
formity to goſpel rules. They will perſuade men to 
let their light thine before others, ſo that they, ſeeing 
their good works, may glorify our Father in Heaven. 
That rehgion, which is full of mercy and good fruits, 
requires a ſeat in the heart. The love of Chriſt uni- 
formly ſways the mind to obedience. Moſt of the 
religions, that have been offered to the world; have 
principally conſiſted in poſitive rites, as equivalent for 
obedience to moral precepts. Some have immolated 
the fruit of the body for the ſins of the ſoul. - Others 
have deſcended the lonely cells ' of penarice, where 
virtue ceaſes to exiſt, and the grace of life diſſolves. 
The holy religion of Chriſt breathes a more tender 
compaſſion, 
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compaſſion, a more celeſtial benevolence. It declares 
that goodneſs conſiſteth in purity of life. It com- 
bines moral and poſitive precepts, as mutually requt- 
ſite in guiding man through the paths of action to 
the enjoyment of Heaven. Since the way of falva- 
tion is acceſſible to all by Chriſt, the true paſtor will 
repreſent it, not being planted with thorns nor ſhad- 
ed with the gloomy boughs of the hemlock, but a 
way of pleaſantneſs, revealing, as we paſs along, a 
thouſand rapturous diſcoveries and immortal delights ; 
inſpiring hopes and promiſing joys beyond the grave. 
In a word, the true paſtor will declare the whole 
council of God ; he will be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon. © But woe to the idle ſhepherd, who 
leaveth the flock ! the ſword ſhall be upon his arm 
and his right eye; his arm ſhall be clean dried up, 

and his right eye ſhall be utterly darkened.“ 
Havine ſketched the outlines of paſtoral miniſtra- 
tion, by conſidering, firſt, the importance of love to 
Chriſt ; then the amiable effects of this love, diſcov- 
ered in the ſervices and deportment of a faithful paſ- 
tor; we are naturally led to inquire how a people 
may teſtify that they belong to the true flock. © God, 
who at ſundry times and divers manners, ſpake in 
time paſt unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son.” Since 
the glorious aſcenſion of Chriſt to Heaven, miniſters 
are appointed in his ſtead, to perſuade men to be re- 
conciled to God. The true flock will teſtify an in- 
ternal religion of heart by a vifible reſpe& to the 
holy inſtitutions of Chriſtianity. They will joyfully 
aſcend with their paſtor the temple of worſhip. For- 
getting every emblem of diſtinction, they will appear, 
like a band of brothers and ſiſters, meek as Moſes, 
and comely as the daughters of Zion. They will go 
C to 
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10 the houſe of God, not to be charmed with the 
tranſient colouring of rhetoric, not to ſee and be ſeen; 
but to hear and receive the powerful word of God ; 
to hear the prevalent vices of the flock deſcribed, 
though every ſentence be clothed with thunder, and, 
like the rebuke of Nathan, come home to the heart, 
“Thou art the man.” There is a claſs of people in 
the world, who attend public worſhip, and liſten to 
the performances of their paſtor with a principal view 
of noting his imperfections, and making him incon- 
fiſtent with himſelf. But tremble, while ye inquire, 
who were thoſe that laboured to perplex Jeſus with 
a chain of artful queſtions and ſophiſtical criticiſms ? 
Were they Peter, James, and John, or any of his true 
diſciples ? No, they were a band of phariſees, ſcribes, 
and lawyers, againſt whom the moſt awful woes were 
emphatically denounced. If a flock love Chriſt, they 
will alſo tenderly reſpe& his faithful ambaſſadors. 
They will view their natural imperfections with a 
charitable eye, and receive with candor and joy, 
whatever God ſhall empower them to preach. I do 
not mean to intimate that if a man is not pleaſed 
with the deportment and prodeing.of, every one, 
who is regularly introduced into t iniſtry, he 
therefore cannot be a chriſtian. It is not in the 
power of all to pleaſe. Men are endowed with dif- 
terent gifts. Beſides, prejudice gives a diſcoloration 
to all the objects that fall within the compaſs of in- 
ſpection. The diamond and the pebble are alike to 
the jaundice beholder. But, as God commenced the 
ſcheme of ſalvation in the perſon of his Son, ſo Chriſt 
continues to carry it on in the perſon of his miniſters, 
Therefore againſt vom doſt thou ſpeak, O man, when 
thou revileſt the authentic paſtor ? If thou doeſt it 
to the leaſt of them, thou doeſt it to the Son of God. 

The 
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The genuine flock, inſtead of ſeeking for matter of 
cenſure, will atm to receive with joy the important 
inſtructions of the Goſpel ; that ultimately they may be 
found of Chriſt in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. 
Tux character of a man is dear, He does not wiſh 
to ſurvive a good name. Scoffers of religion will 
always be found. In order to bring it into con-+ 
tempt, they take advantage of the unavoidable im- 
perfections of its profeſſors and teachers. From its 
abuſes and diſtortions they artfully compoſe a ſtatue, 
as hideous as death ; and then exclaim to the world, 
* This is what our Chriſtians bow down to worſhip.” 
They openly aim their farcaſtic weapons at the min- 
iſters of the Goſpel, Thanks to Chriſt for that glori- 
ous ſhield, wherewith we are able to quench the firey 
darts of the wicked. Thanks to God for the feword 
of the ſpirit, from the point of which their thunders 
fall harmleſs to the ground. There are ſome, who 
call themſelves friends, yet they are much more to 
be dreaded than open enemies. They will offer the 
wine of benevolence mingled with the poiſon of mal- 
ice, Laying in ambuſh, they will endeavour to kill 
miniſterial reputation under the very tokens of love.. 
Miniſters, ſhort- ſighted and heedleſs, like other men, 
have much to fear from this quarter. O ye treacher- 
ous monſters, whoever ye are, how many of the ſons 
of the prophets have ye cauſed to periſh between the 
altar and the temple ? The true flock will charitably 
regard the talents and reputation of their elected paſ- 
tor. When they hear the malevolent whiſpers of 
ſlander ; when they hear the evil tattler repeating 
and enhancing ſome unguarded ſpeech of their paſ- 
tor, and hypocritically ſighing, I am forry for bim; 
when the faithful flock hear theſe things, they will 
endeavour to confign them to ſilence. They will 
; pony 
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pray for their paſtors, that they may be enabled to 
endure good report and evil report. Men in general 
look to miniſters for a more perfect model of moral- 
ity than human nature will allow them to furniſh, 
Every /pot in the clerical garment will ſurely be diſ- 
covered; and that by a thouſand eyes. Being ſatis- 
fied that the endeavours of their paſtor are uniformly 
good, the faithful ſheep will compaſſionate his infirm- 
ities, and if neceſſary, they will admoniſh him in ſe- 
crecy and love. Thus their reproof, inſtead of giving 
offence, will be © a word in ſeaſon, ſitly ſpoken, and 
like apples of gold in pictures of ſilver.“ The very 
nature of a paſtoral connexion with a flock enjoins 
the cultivation of all the charitable and ſocial virtues, 
It enjoins a mutual and conſtant acceſs to the throne 
of God, under whoſe benediction alone they can 
hope to dwell together in love and unity. 


BzeLoved BreTHREN, in the words of Peter to 
Cornelius, I aſk, < For what intent ye have ſent for 
me !” Have you ſent for me, that I may break the 
bread of life to you and your children ? Lo, I come 
in the name of the Lord to do his will. O my God! 
help me to feed the ſheep, and to feed the lambs of 
this flock with the immorta! fred of thy word. 

A rxw months ago I entered this town in the ſtyle 
of a ſtranger. This is the firfl Sabbath 1 have ap- 
peared in the temple of worſhip, ſince the awful ſo- 
lemnities of my ordination. Ye, who are aged, I 
have dedicated to you the morning of my life. By 
the hand of God I am now appointed your watch- 
man and paſtor. The ftamp of your temporal and 
future being is doubtleſs already fixed. If the love 
of Chriſt hath not been infuſed into your ſouls during 
the long and faithful ſervices of my venerable father, 

why 
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why ſhould it be expected now you are old and grey- 
headed ? The moſt I can hope, is to awaken and 
nouriſh in your hearts the ſeed of the word, which 
has been ſown in your earlier days. But if you love 
Chriſt, you will hear his voice. You will punctually 
attend the ordinances of his houſe, and ſolicit, by 
faith and good works, new expankons of love and 
light. You will view with compaſſion my youth, 
and ſtand as faithful centinels to guard my reputa- 
tion. You will ſculpture with leſſons of counſel the 
path of my life. Like fathers, you will lead me 
where there is danger of my going alone. My aged 
Guide, ſenior Paſtor of this Church, the privilege of 
ſitting at the left band of wiſdom is great beyond ex- 
preſſion. Your guardian eye will not permit me to 
feed myſelf with deluſion, nor the ſheep and lambs 
with poiſon. Be thou an Iſaac to me. Thy bleſſing 
will cheer my ſoul. If you retire to eternity before 
me, you will leave your example. Better than vol- 
umes will be the motto, engraved on the marble, 
that covers thy duſt, © An honeſt man is the nobleſt 
work of God.” 


FaTHER and BrETHREN, © you will ſtrive with 
me in your prayers to God for me.” Like all the 
miniſters of Chriſt, I have entered a ſcene of trial. 
Some, who now approach me with an officious be- 
nevolence, may ſoon be changed. Their friendſhip 
may deſcend upon me, like the nutrient dew on the 
plant, which a change of the wind may congeal to a 
froſt, that rctires in the morning to the death of the 
flower. There is an infinite variety in the taſte and 
genius of men; hence they are liable to put different, 
wrong conſtructions on the preaching of their paſtors. 


It will be my duty to paint before you the fins of 
the 
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the flock ; and as the ruſtling of a leaf is an earth- 
quake in the ears of the guilty, this may furniſh a 
ſource of murmuring againſt your paſtor. Men in 
general are conſcious of the particular vices to which 
they are addicted. When a fenſe of duty and the 
word of God oblige me to adminiſter reproof, there 
may be ſome who will retreat from excuſe, to excuſe, 
to the laſt ; and that they will hold by threats. Like 
the wolf, that is purſued to the remoteſt cavern of 
the rock, they will gnaſh their teeth upon me. Per- 
haps the love of many will wax cold ; few will in- 
quire the way to Zion ; and in future years I may 
fay with ſorrow, © who hath belicved my report, and 
to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?“ 
But why do I dwell on difficultics ? As I love Chriſt, 
none of theſe things greatly move me. If I be faith- 
ful, if God do honour me to be the inſtrument of 
ſalvation to one dear ſoul, though I now and then 
ſtop to weep, like Jeſus, over my tender flock, my little 
Feruſalem ; yet I ſhall finifh my courſe with joy. At 
the confines of life I ſhall look back with a peaceful 
conſcience ; bid farewel to the world, and reſign my 
ſoul to the holy Divinity from whence it came. 

My aged Brethren, you are juſt retiring from the 
ſtage of life ; a few more Sabbaths and you will hear 
my voice no more, you will hear no more preaching ; 
for death will ſummon you to another world. But 
you love your ſons and daughters; you will continue 
to love them till the pulſe of life forſake the heart. 
Ah, and how much would ye give, to know the 
ſtamp of their future fortune ; or rather, to know 
that they would follow the Lamb of God ? Turn 
then with me for a moment to addreſs them. 

Drax Brothers and Siſters of my youth, He who 
ſaid, © feed my ſheep,” did not forget to ſay, feed 
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my lambs.” We ſhall probably live and a& together 
after our fathers have fallen aſleep. Nevertheleſs, our 
locks may not all be whitened with the ſnows of age. 
Time after time we ſhall drop away. How few of 
thoſe are now living, who fifty years ago gave their 
votes for the reverend Mr. Lyman to ſettle among 
them? Oh, life is ſhort. © It moves on the dial's 
point, and falls off at the journey of an hour.” Re- 
ligious and holy impreſſions, if ever, are generally 
fixed in youth. Then is laid the foundation of future 
utility. Then the die of eternal years is caſt. You are 
now forming thoſe habits of lite, that will be influen- 
tial in determining your, everlaſting condition. If 
you are ever awakened to embrace religion, if you 
ever profit by my preaching, it will probably happen 
in the morning of my miniſtry. The charm of nov- 
elty will ſoon diflolve. The vigour of my youth will 
naturally decreaſe. At ſome diſtant time, though 
you continue to aſcend the houſe of worſhip, you 
may ſay, © it is to hear an old ſtory.” But God for- 
bid ; may you rather ſeek for the words of eternal 
life, Beloved Jeſus, if the lambs of my flock do hun- 
ger, may I give them meat. If they thirſt, may I 
give them drink. I do not come, as a hireling among 
you, to leave the fold when the wolf appeareth ; but 
relying on Chriſt, I dedicate the powers of my ſoul 
to the ſheep and lambs. Your friendſhip I eſteem, 
as it heightens the reliſh of life; as it fires my zeal, 
and warms the genial current of my heart. But the 
blood of ſprinkling alone can bring down my head 
with joy to the grave, and bid me welcome to the 
boſom of God. 


